SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2001 


This is Amateur Radio Station of the South African Radio League, the National 
society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its weekly news bulletin. This 
bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za and 
packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEY 


We regret to announce the passing away of Don Wilson, ZS6DON on 29 th July 
2001 after a long illness. He was a member of the Cape Town branch. He was an 
Engineering training officer in Oranjemund and after retiring in 1987 moved to 
Gauteng. To his wife Sybil and four children we offer our sincere condolences. 


Here are the headlines of today’s news: 

REGISTER NOW TO VISIT ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 
An Invitation. 

MINI-INDABA POSTPONED 

SPECIAL EVENT STAION ZS6CDF 

RESULTS OF THE HAMNET SIMULATED EMERGENCY CONTEST 
CLUB NEWS 

ANTENNAS AND THE LAW 

PROPAGATION REPORT 

You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail. 
REGISTER NOW TO VISIT ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 


The International Amateur Radio Union will be exhibiting at the ITU Telecom 
Africa 2001. The theme of the exhibition is “Bridging the digital Divide”. The 
event will draw many representatives from governments in Africa and the world s 
Telecommunications Industry. For Amateur Radio this is the real opportunity 
to position itself as service that is of national importance to a country and to 
lobby governments to support Amateur Radio at the World Radio Conference 
in 2003. WRC2003 is of particular importance as the expansion of the 7 MHz 
band 

and the new $25 rules will be on the agenda. 


The IARU stand will focus on three themes: Disaster Communication, New 
technology in Amateur Radio and Amateur Radio as a technology education 
driver. The stand will be manned by Tim Ellam from Canada, Tafa Diop 
from Senegal and several SARL members. If you are interested in manning 


the stand, please send your contact details to IARU@intekom.co.za. A pre- 
exhibition meeting will be scheduled before the event to brief all persons assisting 
on the IARU stand. 


To have a peek at what the stand will look like, visit the IARU Website at 
www.iaru-rl.org. 


Tickets to visit the exhibition which will be held from 12 16 November at Gal- 
lagher Estate in Midrand can be obtained by booking online before 10 November. 
Visit www.itu.int/africa2001. Prebooked tickets are free. Tickets at the door 
will cost R50 for a daily pass or R100 for a week pass. The exhibition will be 
open from 10:00 18:00 daily. 


An Invitation. 


Have you ever considered the importance and the impact our emergency net- 
work will have in the event of a national disaster such as that tragedy which 
befell India and lately, America! Who do the authorities turn to? The South 
African Radio League is the only national body recognised by the authorities as 
representing Amateur Radio in South Africa and revert to the SARL in these 
matters. The SARL is the only body with a vast network of people involved 
in probing regional as well as national governmental committees on all mat- 
ters relating to amateur radio with a view to protecting the amateurs interests. 
Examples are many, the latest being the environmental impact and threat to 
antenna masts. 


In order to continue to deliver services to the amateur radio fraternity we need 
your membership - please renew your membership subscriptions if you have 
not already done so. Alternatively, should you wish to join the SARL please 
contact Veronica at the National Amateur Radio Centre on 011 6752393 or visit 
the SARL Website at www.sarl.org.sa. It is the right thing to dol. 


To our many loyal members who have renewed their subscriptions we wish to 
express our gratitude and appreciation. 


MINLINDABA POSTPONED 


The mini-Indaba which would have been held on 13 October has been postponed 
because the date did not suit a number of clubs. Clubs are now requested to 
submit suitable dates to Hans Potgieter ZS6ALJ soonest by fax or e-mail. 


SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS6CDF 


A special event station, ZS6CDF, will be on the air from Cullinan on 6 and 7 
October during the annual Cullinan Diamond Festivities. The station will be 
active on 40, 20 ,6 and 2 metres from 10:00 till 17:00. The station will operate 
on the following modes: Fm, SSB phone, packet radio and SSTV. Amateurs 
in the vicinity of Cullinan who would like to assist Willie ZR6ARF with the 
installation and operation of the station can contact him at Pretoria 734-1471. 


RESULTS OF THE HAMNET SIMULATED EMERGENCY CONTEST Al 


Akers, ZS2U, Provincial Director, HAMNET East Cape provided the following 
results of the Emergency contest held on 8 April 2001. 


Single operator Stationary Mobile: ZS4BS 1278 points ZS2U 1116 ZS6VE 852 
Single operator Portable ZS6XT 2247 points 


Multi-operator Portable ZS4BHF 1728 points ZS6DX 1344 ZS6RPJ 552 Z21PES 
512 


Single Operator Base Station ZS5WI 1274 points ZS6BUU 952 ZS5WP 570 
ZS1B 516 


The overall impression is that the contest was most enjoyable, yet only twelve 
logs were received. There were a total of thirty contestants and about twice 
that many giving points. Willie ZS5WI sums it up well. He says: Enjoyable 
contest. Deserve more support. It was great to receive an entry from Zimbabwe, 
Z21KJ, operating a portable station. There seem to be uncertainty about some 
categories 

so here is clarification. 


Single Operator Stationary Mobile This category is for contestants who wish to 
use their normal h.f. mobile equipment. Thet must however operate from one 
site only for the duration of the contest. Mobile operators may however give 
points whether the are mobile or stationary at one or more sites. They must 
state which area they are operating from for scoring purposes. 


Single Operator Base Station This category is for contestants who are unable 
to operate a portable station or do not wish to. They would then operate from 
their home station. They may however operate from some other fixed location 
such as a club station, bearing in mind that it is a single operator category. 


PURCHASE BY CREDIT CARD AT HQ 


When purchasing at HQ by credit card, whether for books or payment of mem- 
bershipfees etc, the last three figures on the back of the credit card must be 
quoted in addition to the full credit card number. The credit card machine at 
HQ will not allow the trasaction to be processed without the last three figures. 


CLUB NEWS 


At the Vrystaat Amateur Radio club AGM held on 15 September 2001 in Beth- 
lehem the follwing office bearers were elected to the committee: Chairman: At 
van der Walt ZS4VS Vice-chairman: At dee Bruin ZS4AT Secretary: Ellen de 
Bruin ZS4EDB Additional members: Badie Badenhorst ZS4PA Kobus Breyten- 
bach ZS4DD Johan Greyling ZS4JHG 


The Potchefstroom Amateur Radio Club AGM took place on 8 September 
2001. The following memebrs were elected to the committee for the ensuing 
year. Chairman: Joe Mayer ZS6ANW Vice-chairman: Stef Terblanche ZS6AOK 
Treasurer: Chris Viljoen ZS6BYQ Secretary: Bill van der Walt ZS6WDV Addi- 
tional members: Henk Langenhoven ZS6PHM, Tony Liebenberg ZS6BKI, Ren- 


nie van Rensburg ZR6RAN, Johan Bamberger ZR6ATV, and Nico van Rensburg 
ZRONVR 


The Council of the SARL wish to thank the outgoing members for their dedica- 
tion to the amateur radio service for the past year and wish the new management 
all the success in their willingness to give their time and efforts in the interest 
of the amateur radio service. 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will have a boot sale at their clubhouse in 
Kroton Ave, Weltevredenpark on Saturday 27 th October 2001. The gates will 
open at 12 noon and the vendors and public are requested to observe the stating 
time of 12 o clock which specifically targets those amateurs who normally work 
on Saturdays. Vendors are requested to co-operate in this matter by not arriving 
earlier than 12 0 clock. For enquiries phone Bill van Zyl at 011 726- 6807. 


ANTENNAS and THE LAW 


As reported last week Tim Ellam VE6SH, one of the IARU Experts, will be 
delivering a lecture at the National Amateur Radio Centre on Wednesday 

14 November on Antennas and the Law. Tim is a lawyer at the Canadian firm 
of McCarthfy Tetrault and specialises in communication and technology related 
issues. He recently completed a hearing for an amateur in Vancouver who is 
restricted to a 40’ height limit. 


While Tim s experience comes from Canadian cases, as an international lawyer 
he is well briefed on how to deal with this issue and will be able to share 
his knowledge of the process and in an open discussion guide South African 
Amateurs on how to deal with this growing problem. 


Tim is the joint author of the ARRL publication “Amateur Radio and the Law.” 
He has donated an autographed copy of the book as a door prize for attendance. 


The lecture is scheduled at 18:30 for 19:00 on Wednesday 14 November 2001. 
To assist with arrangements, please book your seat by sending an Email to 
armi@intekom.co.za or a fax to 012 991 5651. It will help the organisers with 
arrangements and the serving of light snacks. There is no charge for this SARL 
event. 


Tim Ellam will also participate in the Amateur Radio for Africa workshop as 
well as in the ITU Policy and Development Summit Workshop on Emergency 
Communications. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 
Ean Retief, ZS1PR reports as follows: 


The solar flux reached unexpectedly high values during the past week. Over 
last weekend the value reached nearly 280. At the same time the geomagnetic 
activity stayed low. This combination resulted in very good propagation con- 
ditions over the entire HF spectrum. On Tuesday morning 25 September at 
06:32 SAST a big solar flare occurred. Not only HF circuits was affected, but 


by 10:30 SAST problems with satellite circuits were also reported. Fortunately 
things returned to normal fairly quickly and within two days the maximum us- 
able frequencies were again above normal values. Today a solar flux value of 
above 250 is still expected, so again propagation should be very good. Certain 
American forecasters expect that the solar flux will remain above the 200 value 
for the entire month of October. This should cause as beautifull conditions on 
the HF bands as the flowers we are seeing in the current spring season. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute 
news regarding Amateur Radio to sarlnuus@mweb.co.za with a copy to 
gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it is done in Afrikaans 
as well as English and send it as early in the week as possible. Also join us in 
the following activities: The President’s Net on Sundays 12:00 on 7082 kHz. 
Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 and 21560 kHz 
which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz. We thank all contributors, 
individuals, clubs and other organisations to this bulletin and all stations who 
so reliably relay these bulletins. This bulletin was compiled by Marten,ZS6ZY, 
and read by.........from . . . . . You have been listening to ZS6SRL. This 
bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week. Goodbye to all. 
/EX 


